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May 16, 2019 
 

Home of the Panthers! 

Dates to Remember… 
 
 
PASS Meeting: Tues. May 21st 
  5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
 
Choir Concert: Tues.  May 21st 
          7:00pm – 7:45pm 
 
5th Grade Continuation: Thurs. 
 May 23rd, 9:00am 
 
Kindergarten Program: Thurs. 
 May 23rd, 1:00pm 
 
Last Day of School: Fri. May 
24th, Early Dismisal @ 11:00am  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

News from Mr. Gerity  
Dear Parents, 
 
Coming to the end of anything is not easy for most, especially if what is ending is 
something we value or enjoy. For me the end of a school year is always bitter sweet. In 
one respect it is exciting to see the evolution of our students, their learning, and the 
numerous unforgettable relationships we have created in the nine short months we 
have spent together. Coupled with that is the anticipation one may feel at the prospect 
of the future and what might be possible in the coming year. The bitter side of the 
“end” is the mere fact that the year is coming to a close. And even if students will be 
returning to Ponderosa next year, their school experience will never be exactly as it 
was during the 2018/19 school year, thus the end… of at least something. With the end 
of the school year yet upon us, I began to think about the significance of this event and 
it lead me to start looking up meaningful quotes pertaining to “the end.” 
 
“This is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of 
the beginning.” 
 
I thought this to be a particularly meaningful string of words, probably more pertinent 
to our kindergarteners and perhaps students and staff new to Ponderosa. Truly this 
speaks to the relationship we hope our children will have with education, where the 
learning never stops and the completion of any task opens the door for a new set of 
experiences and learning. 
 
“There are things that we never want to let go of, people we never want to leave behind. 
But keep in mind that letting go isn’t the end of the world, it is the beginning of a new 
life.” 
 
The quintessential quote captures the essence of a child’s experience as they progress 
through school – continuously creating opportunities and relationships that will truly 
never will be as they once were ever again, but keeping alive the anticipation for the 
new and brilliant things yet to come. 
 
“I do the very best I know how, the very best I can, and I mean to keep on doing so until 
the end.” 
 
This, the creed we hope all our children live by each and every day - certainly as they 
attend school at Ponderosa, but with any luck a creed that lives within each child 
throughout their life. This is what P.R.D.E. is all about. 
 
“Other things may change us, but we start and end with family.” 
 
If for no other reason, this is why we feel sad as we close out our 2018/19 school year. 
Ponderosa represents a second family for each of us - a safe haven for those looking for 
comfort. a rigorous institute of tough love in which everyone is encouraged to 
demonstrate their very best, a veritable factory of memories producing memoirs that 
will last a lifetime – a place to call home. In the end your family at Ponderosa is going 
to miss you, your child and the magic we created together. We wish you the very best 
over the summer and look forward to a new beginning next year.  

                  
 



 

     
 
 

 

                                   
                                   
 

                    

              

                                                    Notes From The Nurse 
 

                                 

As summer is quickly approaching, please keep the following safety tips in mind. 

1. Water Safety 

Swimming and other water activities are excellent ways to get the physical activity and health 

benefits needed for a healthy life. Get the most from these activities while helping everyone stay 

safe and healthy. 

 Always supervise children when in or around water. A responsible adult should constantly 

watch young children. 

 Teach kids to swim. Formal swimming lessons can protect young children from drowning. 

2.  Be Sun Smart 

Just a few serious sunburns can increase your child’s risk of skin cancer later in life. Adults and 

children need protection from ultraviolet (UV) rays whenever they’re outdoors. Learn how to 

protect your child from sun damage. 

 Never leave infants, children, or pets in a parked car, even if the windows are cracked open. 

 Dress infants and children in loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing. 

 Schedule outdoor activities carefully, for morning and evening hour 

 Use sunscreen with at least SPF (sun protection factor) 15 and UVA (ultraviolet A) and UVB 

(ultraviolet B) protection every time you and your child go outside. 

3.  Keep free from mosquitos and ticks 

 Use an effective insect repellent while playing outdoors. 

 Check yourself and your children for ticks. Ticks are easy to remove. 

Jennifer Aloni MSN, RNC 

School Nurse 

Ponderosa Elementary School 

Office: 720-747-2809 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/swimmers/health_benefits_water_exercise.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/swimmers/health_benefits_water_exercise.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/basic_info/children.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/basic_info/children.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/westnile/faq/repellent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/removing_a_tick.html


 



 
 

 

 

 

 


